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Then the servitor hastened to read all the reports : on the iron mines of Annaba, the farming of the coral fisheries, the purple factories, the yield of the tax on the resident Greeks, and the exportation of silver to Arabia, where it was valued ten times more than gold ; then on the captures of vessels, allowing for the tithes for the temple of Tanit, saying about the last item, " Each time I have declared one-fourth less, master."
Hamilcar kept account, rattling the balls under his fingers.
" Enough!   What have you paid ?"
" To Stratonicles of Corinth, and three merchants of Alexandria, on the letters, which behold have been cashed, ten thousand Athenian drachmas and twelve Syrian talents of gold. The provisions for the crews rising to twenty minas per month for a trireme. . . ."
u I know it!    How much are the losses ?"
" Here, see the account on these sheets of lead," said the intendant. " With reference to the vessels chartered in common, us they were frequently compelled to throw the cargoes overboard, the unequal losses were divided according to the number of partners. For cordage borrowed from the arsenals that it has been impossible to return, the Syasites have exacted eight hundred kesitath before the expedition to Utica."
" The Syssites again !" said Hamilcar, lowering his head, and remaining as if crushed tinder the weight of all the hatreds he felt levelled at him. " But, I do not see here the expenses of Megara."
Abdalomm became pale, and turned to bring from